RUMORS DURING THE GREAT STRIKES.          i6l
uprising of the people to enforce the inauguration of Tilden and Hendricks, the Jeffersonville depot is to be seized, and is expected to arm and clothe the Indiana army of Democrats. The endorsement on the communication made at your headquarters, December 26, 1876, is as follows: 'Official copy respectfully referred to Major-General W. S. Hancock, commanding Division of the Atlantic, who may draw a company from General Ruger, commanding Department of the South, and post it at the Jeffersonville depot, with orders to protect it against any danger.' The terms of the endorsement imply an exercise of discretion on my part, which leads me to write you before taking action. In my judgment there is no danger of the kind the anonymous communication sets forth, or other kind, at Jeffersonville depot to justify a movement of troops to that place. Such a movement, it seems to me, would involve unnecessary expense, and would create or increase apprehension, for which there is no real foundation. There are no arms or ammunition at the Jeffersonville depot, and if such a force as is referred to could be raised for rebellious purposes, it is not likely that it would begin by seizing a depot of Army uniforms, and therefore, if there are grounds for action of the Government, I see no danger in the delay which will result from this presentation of the subject to you. If, however, in your better judgment a company should be sent there, it shall be promptly done as soon as you notify me to that effect. As I have already said, I do not act at once because in your instructions you say I may send a company there, which I consider as leaving it somewhat disqretionary with me. I returned on the 3ist of December, 1876, from St. Louis.
" I am, very truly yours,
"WINFIELD S. HANCOCK,
" Major-General Commanding."
There are other letters of great interest pertaining to the events of those troublous times, which will have their place in the history that has yet to be impartially written. These letters could be produced now, were it my purpose to give more